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Dear Prof. Lagioia, 

I refer to your email of 12 July 2019 addressed to the Commissioner Pierre Moscovici, 

regarding the newly revised Italian Highway code which, in your view, would breach EU 

law, by prohibiting a person who has established his/her residence in Italy for longer than 

60 days from driving a vehicle with non-Italian plates. Since the issue that you have 

raised falls within my competence, I am pleased to provide you on behalf of the 

Commissioner with the necessary clarifications on the matter. 

As a common practice in the EU, citizens are required to register their car in the country 

where they have their normal residence. More information about car registration 

formalities in every Member State of the EU can be found online on the Your Europe 

portal: https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/vehicles/registration/formalities/index_en.htm. 

In line with this common practice, the newly revised Italian Highway code requires for 

persons having their residence in Italy to register their car in Italy and therefore obtain 

Italian plates within 60 days after obtaining the permanent residence for those moving to 

Italy with their car registered in another country than Italy. The legislation contains 

several exceptions to this general rule, e.g. for leasing or company cars used by 

individuals in the framework of their professional activities. Since the revision of Italian 

Highway code, the Commission received many complaints, which mostly concern the 

application of this new obligation to the use in Italy by Italian residents of borrowed 

private motor vehicles registered in other Member States. The Commission is now 

carrying out its investigation in order to assess whether there is any potential breach of 

EU law. In that context, please feel free to submit a complaint by using the standard 

complaint form at the following address: https://ec.europa.eu/assets/sg/report-a-

breach/complaints_en/index.html. Further information about lodging a complaint to the 

Commission about breaches of EU law is available at the following address: 

https://ec.europa.eu/assets/sg/report-a-breach/complaints_en/index.html.   

Yours sincerely, 

Patrice Pillet 

Head of Unit 

E-signed 
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